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Performing a forgotten British gem at the Proms
At the age of 60, a fascination for rediscovering littleknown music and for
commissioning new works is as strong as ever

This has already been a very special year, celebrating my 60th anniversary with some wonderful
concerts in beautiful venues around the world.

The year kicked off with a dream recording of Jewish works by Bloch, Caplet and Ravel, which will
be released soon on Nimbus. I had planned this particular recording for years but had to wait
until my son, Benjamin was big enough to conduct! It was very special to be able to share it with
him. This was followed shortly afterwards by another interesting recording of the 20th century
British composer Cyril Scott’s Cello and Piano Concertos for Dutton (http://www.amazon.co.uk/Cyril
ScottPianoConcertoCello/dp/B00C9ABPQC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1374661369&sr=8

1&keywords=Wallfisch+Cyril+Scott) . The CD is a recording premiere of this version of the Cello
Concerto and I am delighted that I was able to rediscover this superb work.

I have always had a fascination for the rediscovery of forgotten gems of the English repertoire
and I feel more eager than ever to uncover these works and give them the recognition they
deserve. It is too often the case that a piece of music will have been cast aside with the label
‘over romanticism’ in favour of something new and groundbreaking. Yet these pieces can be just
as satisfying if they are taken on musical merit alone.

With this in mind I am thrilled to be performing Sir Granville Bantock’s littleknown Sapphic
Poem at the BBC Proms today (http://www.bbc.co.uk/proms/whatson/2013/july24/14586) (Wednesday,
July 24). An interesting blend of cello concerto and tone poem, the piece is a beautiful example
of the vast treasure trove of British music for cello that has been unjustly neglected. Indeed, I
hope that the focus on Bantock’s music at this year’s Proms festival will inspire more music
lovers to explore the composer’s remarkably impressive output.

My enthusiasm for British music has naturally led to some strong friendships with many
contemporary composers, several of whom have written new works for me. It is not, however, an
easy task, I have frequently found that composers tend to worry about writing a cello concerto,
perhaps because of the tricky orchestrations, and will put off writing one until their latter years.
For example, both Elgar and Walton’s cello concertos were written in the last years of their lives –
Elgar’s concerto was one of the last notable pieces he wrote. Indeed, I asked the composer John
Corigliano whether he had considered composing a cello concerto and the response was, 'Maybe
I’ll write one eventually!'

Fortunately, some of my composer friends have managed to overcome this stigma and later this
year I will be recording three cello concertos that were written for me by composers Rob
Simpson, John Joubert and Christopher Wright, with all of whom I have collaborated closely in
the past. I hope that these tremendous pieces will have their place in the core cello repertoire in
years to come.

Whether discovering a new work or rediscovering one of the past, at the age of 60, I feel more
passionately about music and about playing the cello than ever and I can only encourage music
lovers to join me in celebrating the vast array of amazing music available to us.

Raphael Wallfisch (/podium/Raphael%20Wallfisch)

With a prolific discography and concert appearances with many of the world’s greatest orchestras and
conductors, Raphael Wallfisch is at the height of his powers as a concert cellist. With a masterful
technique and a soaring, singing sound that evokes a tradition continued from his teacher,
Piatigorsky, he can now claim to be the most recorded contemporary cellist and perhaps the most

recorded British string player in history.

COMMENTS

Login (/user/login) or register (/user/register) to post comments

Like 18 people like this. Be the first of your friends.

http://www.gramophone.co.uk/
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/latest-issue
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/user
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/user/register
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/podium/Raphael%20Wallfisch
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Cyril-Scott-Piano-Concerto-Cello/dp/B00C9ABPQC/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1374661369&sr=8-1&keywords=Wallfisch+Cyril+Scott
http://www.bbc.co.uk/proms/whats-on/2013/july-24/14586
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/podium/Raphael%20Wallfisch
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/user/login
http://www.gramophone.co.uk/user/register
http://ad.uk.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/3e29/3/0/%2a/k%3B253534271%3B0-0%3B0%3B41149187%3B3454-728/90%3B54387411/54274080/1%3B%3B~sscs%3D%3fhttp://www.themagazineshop.com/GMCD/WBSB13


7/24/13 Performing a forgotten British gem at the Proms | gramophone.co.uk

www.gramophone.co.uk/blog/gramophone-guest-blog/performing-a-forgotten-british-gem-at-the-proms 2/2

Naxos Sale
(http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?
sa=L&ai=C_HcPSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBbuRlZsCi8D2lzub18aiaBABIP2A5gkoBFCBw8bq______8BYLu
roPQCqABweb79QPIAQGpAuMfz5EJtrkqAMBqgS1AU_Qbciqwu
F5CWv1B2_0QmrsoRmQSbkhlzQgChH6M_bpLJd0BIiIlN6snXvucVHQkW7HpeoZGyCsed0ivb_3Qxn4kPffVgrz8_RVJFqIpzc5eGrmx
S78m3bpG9UVtvTsBmVNMLZPvd3AHdo585CwlHXm6IVYqzrMkBQC
2be4tiexHf3D8Yrvx_hG6tEZNRoWRw61CXc_dVtqKV3IJf5rqkOsn6NHfYXKSag_qxYm_y7Hu3mIBgGAB6eZhAo&num=1&cid=5GhVrL
CrlNHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_1yuLpSz_K99oHPtvUnlGXExWDXhw&client=ca
haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.naxosdirect.co.uk/labels/naxosclassics3274%3Fgclid%3DCK_VuLey2LICFYXMtAod_CgA2g)

Your Online Shop For Naxos Music. Free UK delivery.
www.NaxosDirect.co.uk (http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?
sa=L&ai=C_HcPSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBbuRlZsCi8D2lzub18aiaBABIP2A5gkoBFCBw8bq______8BYLuroPQCqABweb79QPIAQGpAuMfz5EJtrk

qAMBqgS1AU_QbciqwuF5CWv1B2_0QmrsoRmQSbkhlzQgChH6M_bpLJd0BIiIlN6snXvucVHQkW7HpeoZGyCsed0ivb_3Qxn4kPffVgrz8_RVJFq

Ipzc5eGrmxS78m3bpG9UVtvTsBmVNMLZPvd3AHdo585CwlHXm6IVYqzrMkBQC

2be4tiexHf3D8Yrvx_hG6tEZNRoWRw61CXc_dVtqKV3IJf5rqkOsn6NHfYXKSag_qxYm_y7Hu3mIBgGAB6eZhAo&num=1&cid=5GhVrLCrl

NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_1yuLpSz_K99oHPtvUnlGXExWDXhw&client=ca

haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.naxosdirect.co.uk/labels/naxosclassics3274%3Fgclid%3DCK_VuLey2LICFYXMtAod_CgA2g)

How To Sing  Really Sing
(http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?
sa=L&ai=CBf_bSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBa2YqrMD1ZWN4mPAjbcBEAIg_YDmCSgEUJL07aoHYLuroPQCqABm9nP
QPIAQGoAwGqBLIBT9Ad7rvC7IXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde
5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk
93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiuPMKAHckDwPOr5Xz2mdSNXncpVjUmMpaph1mcs7JlT9KrN
t0yQgnIgGAYAHzaawBg&num=2&cid=5GhVrLCrlNHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_0E1CwVW8Emb4hCaqTyd8pSJuWSg&client=ca
haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www1.thesingingzone.com/c/uk/singwith
freedom%3Fsig%3D9%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DCompContent
UK%26utm_content%3DHow_To_SingReally_Sing%26utm_adgroup%3DSeth_Riggs) Breakthrough Method Releases
Your Unique Voice! Watch Free Video Here
www.thesingingzone.com (http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?

sa=L&ai=CBf_bSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBa2YqrMD1ZWN4mPAjbcBEAIg_YDmCSgEUJL07aoHYLuroPQCqABm9nP

QPIAQGoAwGqBLIBT9Ad7rvC7IXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde

5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk

93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiuPMKAHckDwPOr5Xz2mdSNXncpVjUmMpaph1mcs7JlT9KrN

t0yQgnIgGAYAHzaawBg&num=2&cid=5GhVrLCrlNHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_0E1CwVW8Emb4hCaqTyd8pSJuWSg&client=ca

haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www1.thesingingzone.com/c/uk/singwith

freedom%3Fsig%3D9%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DCompContent

UK%26utm_content%3DHow_To_SingReally_Sing%26utm_adgroup%3DSeth_Riggs)

The Impromptu Quartet
(http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?
sa=L&ai=CrOJiSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBcvvqIYCg_HV7xzAjbcBEAMg_YDmCSgEUJPZkvL7_____wFgu76ug9AKyAEBqQLjH8
RCba5PqgDAaoEsgFP0D20rMLtheQlr9Qdv9EJq7KEZkEm5IZc0IAoRjP26SyXdASIiJTerJ177nFR0JFux6XqGRsgrHndIr2_90MZ
JD331YK8_P0VSRaviKc3OXhq5sfku_Jt26RvVFbb07AZlTTC2T73dwB3aOfOQsJR15uiFWKs6zJAUAvtm3uLYnsR39w_GK74_4_MlL0gPA
86vlfPaZ1I1edylWNSYylqmHWZyzsn6VP0qs363FWwGdgAef4MMF&num=3&sig=AOD64_0g889yqhmVH3VUUF13vcIUlFLcqg&client=
cahaymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.impromptuquartet.co.uk) Professional, Affordable, Flexible Special Offer 
Book Now!
www.impromptuquartet.co.uk (http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?
sa=L&ai=CrOJiSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBcvvqIYCg_HV7xzAjbcBEAMg_YDmCSgEUJPZkvL7_____wFgu76ug9AKyAEBqQLjH8

RCba5PqgDAaoEsgFP0D20rMLtheQlr9Qdv9EJq7KEZkEm5IZc0IAoRjP26SyXdASIiJTerJ177nFR0JFux6XqGRsgrHndIr2_90MZ

JD331YK8_P0VSRaviKc3OXhq5sfku_Jt26RvVFbb07AZlTTC2T73dwB3aOfOQsJR15uiFWKs6zJAUAvtm3uLYnsR39w_GK74_4_MlL0gPA86vlfPaZ1I1

edylWNSYylqmHWZyzsn6VP0qs363FWwGdgAef4MMF&num=3&sig=AOD64_0g889yqhmVH3VUUF13vcIUlFLcqg&client=ca

haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.impromptuquartet.co.uk)

Buy Concert Tickets
(http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?
sa=L&ai=CY6UgSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBYO4h4YE66iAg2vAjbcBEAQg_YDmCSgEUJnoyPP7_____wFgu76ug9AKoAHlhc_aA8gBAakC4
x_PkQm2uT6oAwGqBLUBT9Atl6jC6oXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde
5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk
93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiu_HEbq0XF2JQxHDrUJdz91W2opXcgl_muqQ6yfo0d9hcpJqD
rFib_GtjwVogGAYAHg_qwJQ&num=4&cid=5GhVrLCrl
NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_05xDyJJ5NcGREmiyqnLXc0FSUrkQ&client=ca
haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.topratedtravel.co.uk/concerttickets/) Purchase Concert Tickets Online 10,000's
of Concerts from £7.00
topratedtravel.co.uk/Concert (http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?
sa=L&ai=CY6UgSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBYO4h4YE66iAg2vAjbcBEAQg_YDmCSgEUJnoyPP7_____wFgu76ug9AKoAHlhc_aA8gBAakC4x_PkQm2u

T6oAwGqBLUBT9Atl6jC6oXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde

5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk

93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiu_HEbq0XF2JQxHDrUJdz91W2opXcgl_muqQ6yfo0d9hcpJqD

rFib_GtjwVogGAYAHg_qwJQ&num=4&cid=5GhVrLCrlNHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_05xDyJJ5NcGREmiyqnLXc0FSUrkQ&client=ca

haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.topratedtravel.co.uk/concerttickets/)

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_HcPSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBbuRlZsCi8D2lzub18aiaBABIP2A5gkoBFCBw8bq______8BYLu-roPQCqABweb79QPIAQGpAuMfz5EJtrk-qAMBqgS1AU_Qbciqwu-F5CWv1B2_0QmrsoRmQSbkhlzQgChH6M_bpLJd0BIiIlN6snXvucVHQkW7HpeoZGyCsed0ivb_3Qxn4kPffVgrz8_RVJFq-Ipzc5eGrmx-S78m3bpG9UVtvTsBmVNMLZPvd3AHdo585CwlHXm6IVYqzrMkBQC-2be4tiexHf3D8Yrvx_hG6tEZNRoWRw61CXc_dVtqKV3IJf5rqkOsn6NHfYXKSag_qxYm_y7Hu3mIBgGAB6eZhAo&num=1&cid=5GhVrLCrl-NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_1yuLpSz_K99oHPtvUnlGXExWDXhw&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.naxosdirect.co.uk/labels/naxos-classics-3274%3Fgclid%3DCK_VuLey2LICFYXMtAod_CgA2g
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_HcPSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBbuRlZsCi8D2lzub18aiaBABIP2A5gkoBFCBw8bq______8BYLu-roPQCqABweb79QPIAQGpAuMfz5EJtrk-qAMBqgS1AU_Qbciqwu-F5CWv1B2_0QmrsoRmQSbkhlzQgChH6M_bpLJd0BIiIlN6snXvucVHQkW7HpeoZGyCsed0ivb_3Qxn4kPffVgrz8_RVJFq-Ipzc5eGrmx-S78m3bpG9UVtvTsBmVNMLZPvd3AHdo585CwlHXm6IVYqzrMkBQC-2be4tiexHf3D8Yrvx_hG6tEZNRoWRw61CXc_dVtqKV3IJf5rqkOsn6NHfYXKSag_qxYm_y7Hu3mIBgGAB6eZhAo&num=1&cid=5GhVrLCrl-NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_1yuLpSz_K99oHPtvUnlGXExWDXhw&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.naxosdirect.co.uk/labels/naxos-classics-3274%3Fgclid%3DCK_VuLey2LICFYXMtAod_CgA2g
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBf_bSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBa2YqrMD1ZWN4mPAjbcBEAIg_YDmCSgEUJL07aoHYLu-roPQCqABm9nP-QPIAQGoAwGqBLIBT9Ad7rvC7IXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde-5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk-93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiu-P-MKAHckDwPOr5Xz2mdSNXncpVjUmMpaph1mcs7J-lT9KrN-t0yQgnIgGAYAHzaawBg&num=2&cid=5GhVrLCrl-NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_0E1CwVW8Emb4h-CaqTyd8pSJuWSg&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www1.thesingingzone.com/c/uk/sing-with-freedom%3Fsig%3D9%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DComp-Content-UK%26utm_content%3DHow_To_Sing-Really_Sing%26utm_adgroup%3DSeth_Riggs
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CBf_bSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBa2YqrMD1ZWN4mPAjbcBEAIg_YDmCSgEUJL07aoHYLu-roPQCqABm9nP-QPIAQGoAwGqBLIBT9Ad7rvC7IXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde-5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk-93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiu-P-MKAHckDwPOr5Xz2mdSNXncpVjUmMpaph1mcs7J-lT9KrN-t0yQgnIgGAYAHzaawBg&num=2&cid=5GhVrLCrl-NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_0E1CwVW8Emb4h-CaqTyd8pSJuWSg&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www1.thesingingzone.com/c/uk/sing-with-freedom%3Fsig%3D9%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DComp-Content-UK%26utm_content%3DHow_To_Sing-Really_Sing%26utm_adgroup%3DSeth_Riggs
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CrOJiSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBcvvqIYCg_HV7xzAjbcBEAMg_YDmCSgEUJPZkvL7_____wFgu76ug9AKyAEBqQLjH8-RCba5PqgDAaoEsgFP0D20rMLtheQlr9Qdv9EJq7KEZkEm5IZc0IAoR-jP26SyXdASIiJTerJ177nFR0JFux6XqGRsgrHndIr2_90MZ-JD331YK8_P0VSRaviKc3OXhq5sfku_Jt26RvVFbb07AZlTTC2T73dwB3aOfOQsJR15uiFWKs6zJAUAvtm3uLYnsR39w_GK74_4_MlL0gPA86vlfPaZ1I1edylWNSYylqmHWZyzsn6VP0qs363FWwGdgAef4MMF&num=3&sig=AOD64_0g889yqhmVH3VUUF13vcIUlFLcqg&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.impromptuquartet.co.uk
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CrOJiSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBcvvqIYCg_HV7xzAjbcBEAMg_YDmCSgEUJPZkvL7_____wFgu76ug9AKyAEBqQLjH8-RCba5PqgDAaoEsgFP0D20rMLtheQlr9Qdv9EJq7KEZkEm5IZc0IAoR-jP26SyXdASIiJTerJ177nFR0JFux6XqGRsgrHndIr2_90MZ-JD331YK8_P0VSRaviKc3OXhq5sfku_Jt26RvVFbb07AZlTTC2T73dwB3aOfOQsJR15uiFWKs6zJAUAvtm3uLYnsR39w_GK74_4_MlL0gPA86vlfPaZ1I1edylWNSYylqmHWZyzsn6VP0qs363FWwGdgAef4MMF&num=3&sig=AOD64_0g889yqhmVH3VUUF13vcIUlFLcqg&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.impromptuquartet.co.uk
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CY6UgSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBYO4h4YE66iAg2vAjbcBEAQg_YDmCSgEUJnoyPP7_____wFgu76ug9AKoAHlhc_aA8gBAakC4x_PkQm2uT6oAwGqBLUBT9Atl6jC6oXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde-5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk-93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiu_H-Ebq0XF2JQxHDrUJdz91W2opXcgl_muqQ6yfo0d9hcpJqD-rFib_GtjwVogGAYAHg_qwJQ&num=4&cid=5GhVrLCrl-NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_05xDyJJ5NcGREmiyqnLXc0FSUrkQ&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.topratedtravel.co.uk/concert-tickets/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CY6UgSgDwUavTEI6qigbt1YHIBYO4h4YE66iAg2vAjbcBEAQg_YDmCSgEUJnoyPP7_____wFgu76ug9AKoAHlhc_aA8gBAakC4x_PkQm2uT6oAwGqBLUBT9Atl6jC6oXkJa_UHb_RCauyhGZBJuSGXNCAKEfoz9uksl3QEiIiU3qyde-5xUdCRbsel6hkbIKx53SK9v_dDGfiQ999WCvPz9FUkWr4inNzl4aubH5Lvybdukb1RW29OwGZU0wtk-93cAd2jnzkLCUdebohVirOsyQFAL7Zt7i2J7Ed_cPxiu_H-Ebq0XF2JQxHDrUJdz91W2opXcgl_muqQ6yfo0d9hcpJqD-rFib_GtjwVogGAYAHg_qwJQ&num=4&cid=5GhVrLCrl-NHqm9gP8N3cye5&sig=AOD64_05xDyJJ5NcGREmiyqnLXc0FSUrkQ&client=ca-haymarketgroup&adurl=http://www.topratedtravel.co.uk/concert-tickets/
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc

